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Social Security Benefits 
[

The government gives money to some 

people who need it. This money is called 

benefits. You might get benefits if you are 

ill or disabled, or if you cannot find a job. 

Social security means everyone can 

have enough money to live. 

The Scottish Government 
[

The Scottish Government is a group of 

people from the political party that won 

the election. They decide how to run the 

country. 

The Scottish Parliament 
[

The Scottish Parliament makes the laws in 

Scotland and speaks out for the people 

of Scotland.  
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A new law about social security 

benefits

 

 

The Scottish Government want to make a 

new law about social security benefits. 

They have written down what they think 

should be in the new law. 

The Scottish Parliament are looking at the 

law. They want to see if the law is OK or if 

they need to change it. 

The new law is called the Social Security 

(Scotland) Bill. You can read more about 

the new law by looking at this website 

www.parliament.scot/social-security-bill

The Scottish Parliament want to know 

what people think about the law.  

Social 
Security 

(Scotland) 
Bill 



4

How to tell the Scottish Parliament 

what you think about the law 

You can answer some questions in this 

booklet. This is a survey. Please fill in this 

survey to tell us what you think. 

You can fill in the survey on your 

computer. 

Or you can print out the survey and fill it in 

with a pen. 

If you send your answers to the Scottish 

Parliament, they will put it on their 

website. They will put your name on their 

website too. 

If you don’t want the Scottish Parliament 

to put your answers on their website, 

please tell them. 

If you don’t want the Scottish Parliament 

to put your name on their website, please 

tell them. 
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If you are filling in this form on a 

computer…  

Please follow these steps:  

1. Click the box next to each question.

You can type your answer in the box.

If the question asks yes or no, click the box 

next to the answer you want to choose. 

2. When you have finished the form, save

it to your computer.

3. Send the form as an attachment in an

email to:

SocialSecurityCommittee@parliament.scot
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If you are filling in this form with a 

pen… 

Please follow these steps: 

1. Write your answer in the box next to

each question.

If the question asks yes or no, tick the box 

next to the answer you want to choose. 

 

2. Please tell us your name and your

contact details. We may need to contact

you about what you have said. We also

would like to tell people who send us their

views about what happens next.

 

3. When you have finished the form, post

it to:

Social Security Committee clerks 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 
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Survey 
The questions start here 

Regulations 

The Scottish Government wants to make 

most of the rules about the new benefits 

in Regulations. This is instead of putting all 

the rules in the Bill. 

Regulations are a special type of law. The 

Scottish Parliament cannot change them. 

They can only say yes if they want them, 

or no if they don’t want them.  

1. Tell us what you think about this
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Principles 

Some principles are very important in the 

new law. Principles are ideas that must 

always be remembered. 

 The law must help Scottish people

 The law must make sure everyone has

enough money to live

 The law must respect everyone

 The Scottish Government must help

make sure people get the right benefits

 Scottish people can help write the law

 The Scottish Government must keep

trying to improve the way benefits work

 The way benefits work must not waste

money

2. Tell us what you think about these
principles

3. Tell us about other principles you would

like in the new law
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m 

Social security charter 

There will be a charter. This will say how 

the Scottish Government will remember 

the principles. It will also say what must 

happen when people ask for benefits.  

The Scottish Government will write a 

report on the charter every year. 

4. Tell us what you think about this

5. Tell us what else you would like in the 

charter
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Rules   

The new law will have rules about  

 how people ask for benefits

 who gets benefits

 what people can do if they don’t

agree with how much money they get

 when money must be paid back

 breaking the law

m 

6. Tell us what you think about this
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Current benefits 

The Scottish Government will make 

decisions about some benefits that you 

might already get. The names of some of 

these benefits are: 

 disability living allowance

 personal independence payment

 attendance allowance

 severe disablement allowance

 carer’s allowance

 winter fuel payments

 industrial injuries disablement benefit

 cold weather payments

 funeral payments

 sure start maternity grants

7. Tell us about any of these benefits you

would like to change
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Short-term assistance 

Sometimes your benefits might change so 

that you get less money, or sometimes no 

money. If you think your benefits should 

not change, you can ask the Scottish 

Government to check your benefits. This 

takes some time. 

The new law will give you some extra 

money for a short time while you are 

waiting. This is called short-term 

assistance.  

8. Tell us what you think about this
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New benefits and top ups 

In the new law the Scottish Government 

can make new benefits. 

In the new law the Scottish Government 

can top up some benefits. This means 

they might add more money to some 

benefits.  

9. Tell us what you think about this
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Carer’s allowance 

In the new law a benefit called carer’s 

allowance will go up. It was £62.10 every 

week. It will be £73.10 every week. 

10. Tell us what you think about this
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Discretionary housing payments 

Sometimes you can get extra money for 

housing, called discretionary housing 

payments. This will not change in the new 

law. 

11. Do you think that discretionary

housing payments should stay the same?

 Yes 

 No 

12. Tell us what you think about this
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13. Tell us about any other ideas about the 

new law 
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What happens next 

 

 

 

 

The Scottish Parliament will look at what 

people say about the new law. 

 

And they will look at what people say in 

the survey. 

 
They will see how many people think the 

new law is good. 

 

They will see how many people think the 

new law is bad. 

 
The Scottish Parliament will think about 

any changes they need to make to the 

law. 

 

They will decide what happens next. 

 
Making a new law takes a long time. It 

might take 2 years. 
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Contacting us 

If you have any questions about this 

survey, you can email  

SocialSecurityCommittee@parliament.scot 

You can call this number  

0131 348 5320 

You can call with Text Relay or British Sign 

Language by going to the website 

contactscotland-bsl.org/ 

http://contactscotland-bsl.org/
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Find out more

If you want to know more about the 

Scottish Parliament you can look at the 

website 

www.parliament.scot/social-security-bill 

You can find us on Twitter 

@SP_SocialSecur 

You can also ask questions online through 
live chat 

www.parliament.scot/live-chat 

https://twitter.com/@SP_SocialSecur
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Thank you to A2i for the words 

www.a2i.co.uk  (reference 28314) 

 


	housing payments should stay the same: Yes
	1: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	2: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	3: 
	 Tell us about other principles you would like: 

	4: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	5: 
	 Tell us what else you would like in the charter: 

	6: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	7: 
	 Tell us about any of these benefits you would like to change: 

	8: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	9: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	10: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	12: 
	 Tell us what you think: 

	13: 
	 Tell us about any other ideas about the new law: 



